
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hi everyone. 

We hope you and your families are continuing to stay safe and you are looking after yourselves and others around you.  

At this time of year, our Nursery pupils would usually begin to start their transition to Reception. The setting would be set out with some specific 

learning opportunities and children would start to have some more extended formal sessions, led by a teacher. Following a welcome chat, we 

would start the day with a group phonics session, followed by access to a range of activities set out to encourage specific skills. There would 

also be an activity led by an adult both indoors and outdoors. These would usually still be practical but may sometimes involve using tools and 

writing equipment.  

Following a mid- morning break we would gather in 2 groups again for around 10 minutes to share some Maths learning. This would again be 

followed by an opportunity to access the indoor and outdoor environment. We have included an example timetable for home learning that would 

be similar to what would be seen in school at this time of year. You might of course already have found your own way of fitting learning in so this 

timetable can be used as a rough guide for timings we would expect the children to be focussed for. Each week has a new theme and is based 

on a book we would be reading.  

We have included books to read, things to talk about and ideas for creative and physical opportunities throughout the day but the most important 

thing for children of this age is to present things to them in a way which makes them think the learning is part of an everyday challenge and is 

fun! Most of the things suggested could be incorporated into several parts of the day. Your children will, of course have their own creative ideas 

and interests and it is important to foster these ideas to feed their enthusiasm.  In addition, remember to talk, ask and answer questions, read 

books and share events of the day. 

We want to say a massive thank you to you all for continuing to learn at home and for staying safe in these extraordinary circumstances, please 

show us some examples of your learning by emailing them to school as we are excited to see what you can do in the next 6 weeks of home 

learning. If there are areas which you feel you need extra support in then please contact school via email and we will endeavour to get back to 

you as soon as we can!     Keep smiling!    Mrs Brown and Mrs Nicholls. 

 



 

 

Home Nursery! 
We have set out a grid with some learning suggestions which stretch over the area of the curriculum we would 

normally cover at this point in the year. As this would normally be a 2 year cycle, afternoon nursery children may 

want to select activities and adapt them to suit their own abilities (for example- start with numbers up to 5) These 

should be made as practical as possible. 

 Choose the activities to suit your routine but don’t spend too long giving formal instruction.  

 A little bit of Phonics, Maths, Topic and Art makes a good mix for a day. 

 Spread out the things you direct them to, so they don’t feel as though they’re following instructions constantly. 

Remember…. Children learn best through experiences which they choose for themselves! 

Phonics:- Just 10/15 minutes is plenty. Choose an activity appropriate for their ability. Keep in mind that there is a massive difference 

in the ways and speed at which children develop skills. You will quickly find out if your child is struggling with an activity or is 

completing it with ease so adapt what you choose to suit this. 

Literacy:- in the spider diagram on the last page you will find a list of books we may have used at school but this list is unlimited. Any 

reading, sharing and questioning using books is of massive value. (You can often find these texts on YouTube too ) 

Maths:- Mix Number and shape activities and again, be aware that your child may not be at the same stage as someone else’s. 

Counting with accuracy means completely independently without you having to remind them or correct them. It’s important that they 

understand that a number means an amount and is not just part of a song. 

Understanding the World/Art and Craft:- You know what sort of things your child likes to do so choose things which will interest them, 

then you will have made the task many times easier. 



 
Phonics & Handwriting 
Phonics 

 Use phonic flashcards or lower case letters 
written on paper to do a ‘sound challenge’  

 Phonics Bingo. Grown-ups, say the sounds 
and if it’s on your paper cross it out. Don’t 
forget to shout Bingo! When you’ve got them 
all!  

 Sound hunt. Grown-ups hide flash cards for 
children to find .Take each sound to your 
grown up when you find it. Then tell them what 
it is. 

 Jumping frogs. Ask grown-ups to chalk letter 
sounds on the floor or on large pieces of 
paper. Jump from one to another shouting out 
the sounds as you go. 

 When you know your sounds really well you 
can start reading some simple words like ‘cat, 
pot, dig, cup, peg’ Sound the letters then say 
them quickly together until you can guess the 
word.  

 
 
Handwriting 

 Can you practise holding your pencil and 
make circles which go anticlockwise. Then 
make lines which go from top to bottom. 

 Draw a picture of a person. Remember the 
body and a face.  

 Ask a grown up to write your name. Can you 
ty to copy some of the letters? 

 Sand/flour in a tray. Use your finger to draw 
letter sounds. Start with the circle letters first. 
(a,d,g,o, c)  

 Painting maybe? Paint sounds which start with 
a stick down first then form a tunnel (n,m,h ) 

 Chalks? (Selection of letter sounds can be 
chalked on slabs) 

 Large pieces of paper. (wallpaper)Write letter 
sounds randomly all over the large paper. 

 Write sounds to match objects or pictures. 
Grown-ups give children 10 objects from 
around the house. Can they say the first 
sound then try to write it. 

 If you get really good at writing sounds, see if 
you can sound out simple words and write the 
letters as you sound them out. 

 

Literacy 

 Did you know that books 
can tell us things which are 
real and also tell us made 
up stories? Can you look at 
some books and see which 
ones are which? 

 Look at different books. 
Turn the pages and think 
about the pictures. Talk to a 
grown up about them. 

 Ask a grown up to read you 
a story and see how well 
you can listen. Can you 
answer the questions that 
you’re asked afterwards? 

 Can you draw a picture to 
show the beginning of the 
story and the end of the 
story? 

 Can you retell the story to 
someone in the right order? 
Remember as much as you 
can. 

 Look at a picture from the 
book. Can you say what the 
first sound is for things in 
the picture? 

 Can you talk about one of 
the characters in the story? 
See how well you can 
describe them. 

 Ask a grown up to give you 
some instructions to do a 
simple task. Can you follow 
the instructions? Can you 
give instructions to 
someone else? 

 If your story has some 
words which are said lots of 
times, can you join in with 
them? Eg ‘We’re going on a 
Bear Hunt…We’re not 
scared…’ 

 Can you answer questions 
which start with how or 
why? 

 Can you find words which 
rhyme with each other? B

 

Maths 

 Recite numbers to 10 (extend to 20 
if possible) 

 Count objects on a table. 
Remember to touch each one as 
you say the number or move each 
one slightly as you count. Get a 
grown up to watch you. 

 Look at 2 lots of objects. Are the 
more, less or the same in each 
group? 
Practise lots of times. 

 Ask a grown up to give you a 
number and take that many objects 
out of a container. Don’t forget to 
stop when you’ve got enough so we 
know you’ve counted properly. 

 Ask a grown up to give you a 
number. Put that many object on 
the table. Now say how many if you 
add one more. Practise this lots of 
times. 

 Do you know which number is 
which? Ask someone to hide 
number cards and when you find 
them, say what the number is. 

 Play lucky dip with number cards. 
When you find the number, say 
what it is then put it on the table. 
When you have picked all the 
numbers, put them in order. 

 Pick some number cards. On top 
put the correct number of counters 
or objects. 

 Peg numbers on a line. 

 Use shapes to build and create 
pictures. 

 Can you name some shapes 
(circle,square,triangle,rectangle) 

 Can you tell if a shape is 2D (flat) or 
3D (can be held) 

 Do you know when something is 
taller, longer, heavier, full, half full 
or empty? 

 Can you make a pattern with 
objects e.g. fork, spoon, fork, 
spoon? 

 

 The World/Creative arts 

Here are some possible 
things to talk about/make.:- 
 

 Weather forecasts 

 Sun safety 

 Hot and cold places 

 Draw/make images 
of summer. 

 Create a treasure 
map 

 Talk about getting 
lost. 

 Search for mini 
beasts. 

 Investigate 
creatures .which 
change (caterpillars 
and tadpoles) 

 Create shape 
pictures. 

 Talk about foods 
which are healthy 
and the importance 
of exercise. 

 Pretend to be some 
of the creatures you 
have seen. 

 Make a creepy 
crawly dance to 
music. 

 Use playground 
equipment 

 Make ice lollies and 
cold drinks. 

 Have a teddy bear’s 
picnic. 

 Create a picture 
with sand and glue. 

 Make a sea picture 
on a paper plate 

 Experiment with 
water and 
containers in 
buckets or washing 
up bowls. 
(float/sink/fill and 
empty) 
  



 

 


